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woman cannot be purified by hundred baths. She too should die
along with her husband, or she has to end her life otherwise. The
prohibitions prescribed for her are beyond our imagination of this time.
Some widows affirm that it is thousand times better to burn oneself
to death rather than suffer the agonies and sorrows of widowhood.

In this land of ours abounding in devoted women noted for
serving and dying for their husbands many religions arose; there are
also many prophets. Many religious reform movements have had
their birth here. In the important matters of exploitation and
subordination of women, and discrimination against women they did
not take any initiative nor did^ they undertake to change them. The
believers in all religions look at woman as an instrument to contribute
to the pleasure and happiness of man, All religions have opposed
either directly or indirectly the concept of equality between the sexes
in the domestic sphere, as well as in the sector of morality. In one
breath, the religious promouncements run thus: "All men and women
are equal before God." Do we come across any woman officiating
either as a priest or a person leading the prayers, whether it be
in the temple, mosque, church or synagogue? "(written in 1985)".
No. She is not fit for that job. She is there to serve only. That
is why she is debarred from playing a significant role in places of
worship.

Religious culture can only view women either as goddesses
or slaves; it cannot look at them as human individuals. But there
is a contradiction here. When proclaiming that men adore women
as goddesses, it has become a habit to treat them as slaves. Double
standard of morality reigns supreme in the customs, traditions and
culture. Religious people have brainwashed the minds of women
so that their views and decisions are in conformity with the views
of men; this process has gone on from their very childhood. That
is exactly why even those women who have had the benefit of modern
education do not dare to think or act contrary to the old tradition.
They will treat such thought and act as tantamount to either rebellion
or revolution. They are always under the apprehension that they
will be born as either insects or low creatures in the next birth if
they protest or rebel.

Our society has become a victim to the aggrandisement of
religion. The woman has been reegated to the second place,
oppressed by society and religion and dominated by man.

in the view of religion, society is man's world. Woman does
not count. She has been treated as a parasite. Marriage and